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SUB J E CT: 

i. '^follov/ing is press guidance used by department 

SPOKESMAN AUGUST 2 G . 

G. DO YOU HAVE ANT COMMENT ON THE REPORTS BY A PRIVATE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION THAT POLITICAL 

PRISONERS ARE BEING KILLED IN ARGENTINA TO PREVENT THEM 
FROM SPEAMNj TO RE PRE SE fs)T A TI VE S OF THE IAHRC (INTER- 
AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION) WHICH IS SCHEDULED 
TO VISIT THERE SOON FOR THE PURPOSE OF INVESTIGATING 
HUMAN RIGHTS THERE' IS THE U. S. LOOKING INTO IT? 



A. THERE HAVE BEEN ALLEGATIONS THAT, IN ADDITION TO 
THE LARGE NUMBER OF POLITICAL PRISONERS WHICH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA ACKNOWLEDGES HOLDING, THERE 

might still be clandestine prison facilities in Argentina 

v.'rnERE JNACKNOv.'L EDGE D e R I SONEPS FRESU MABL Y SOME OF THE 

01 S APPE a PE D — NI GHT BE HELD OR EVEN KILLED. WE ASKED 
OUR EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES TO INVESTIGATE. WE HAVE 
BEEN UNABLE TO CCNrIRMM OR DENY THESE REPORTS. THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA HAS STATED THAT THERE ARE NO 
CLANDESTINE DETENTION FACILITIES IN THAT COUNTRY. 


V/E REMAIN SERIOUSLY CONCERNED OVER THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS COiOI 7 1 ON 5 IN ARGENTINA, PARTICULARLY 
THE FATE OF THE MANY WHO HAVE “DISAPPEARED. “ 

V/E CONTINUE TO EXPRESS OUR CONCERNS TO THE 
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT AND TO URGE IT TO RESTORE 
FULL RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RULE 
O p LAW. THE GOVERNMENT CF ARGENTINA HAS INVITED 


i « 


TO 


I NT E R - A ME A I C AN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
VISIT ARGENTINA, AND THE CCMMI SSI ON HAS 


ACCEPTED THIS INVITATION. 



V/E A*R-E — SHHSxr i n * i 

I N ANY WAY INTERFERES 




NOTHING WILL ARISE WH ICH 
WITH THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION IN ESTABLISHING 
THE FACTS WITH RESPECT TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION AT THIS TIME. y VANCE 
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